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Although Henry did all this and a great deal
more for the benefit of the public, the greater part
of 8,000,000 livres spent on building was devoted to
increasing the magnificence and convenience of his
own palaces. In the Capital he built the long
gallery of the Louvre and began the other construc-
tions which were intended to unite that palace to
the Tuileries, and which were finally completed by
Napoleon III. He doubled by his additions the
size of the palace built by Francis L at Fontaine-
bleau, his favourite residence owing to the good
sport afforded by the neighbouring forest.

At St. Germains a magnificent pile was erected on
the site of the present terrace; from the windows
of which the King could look over terraced gardens
sloping to the river, and ornamented in the Italian
style with grottoes and statues, upon the fairest
prospect in the valley of the Seine.

Henry IV. was more successful in improving the
material aspect of his Capital than in establishing an
efficient police or in checking the general violence of
manners. The diarist L'Estoile records that in one
month of the year 1606 nineteen murders were com-
mitted with perfect immunity in the streets of Paris.
He and other contemporary writers frequently com*
plain that life and property were safer in a forest
glade than in the Capital. Thieves found their way
into the houses of citizens, and, holding a dagger at
their throats, compelled them to surrender their
money and valuables. A President of the Parlia-
ment, a steward of the Duke of Maycnne and other
men of position were thus robbed. The vulgar bul-